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SOUTH BERKSHIBE FARM BUIIETIN
LATE WINTER I '{EETING PLAI.iNED

Only one hundred years ago, the
Berkshires were made up of .  857" farmlands
and l5Z forests.  Today, forests have
reclaimed 857. of .  the landscape and what
l i t t le farmland remains is being lost
to developers.  Once our region was
vir tual ly sel f -suf f ic ient  in food. Now
r{re are' import ing over 752 of .  our food
from other parEs of  the country.  Over
the next ten years r is ing t ransportat ion
and energy costs wi l l  force food pr ices
higher.  I t  seems that we in the Berk-
shire region should begin an ef for t  to
re-establ ish our strong agr icul tural
t radi t ion wi th an aim towards increased
local  food product ion and the end of
dependence on imported foods.

At present there seems to be l i t t le
incent ive to farm in the Southern
Berkshire area. Meager prof i ts are
eaten up by high property taxes. Land
values have escalated making i t  d i f f i -
culc,  i f  not  impossible,  to buy land
for farm use. Young people who want
t .o establ ish new farms are unable to do
so. I t  is  d i f f icul t  to compete wi th
the low pr ices of  mass product ion in
the WesE and l" l idwest.  Markets for  local
goods are few and unorganized.

Sl lAREcroppers Agr icul tural  group
would l ike to take an act ive role in
changing this.  Our Bul let in was a
f i rst  step towards improving coumunica-
t ion between farmers and an at tenpt to
l ink producers and consumers.  We are
now planning a late Winter meet ing which
would enable those interested in agr i -
cul ture in the Souchern Berkshires to
get together to discuss a var iety of
issues of  mutual  concern.  I f  farmers
organize and pool  resources and ideas,
perhaps some of the problems of  farming
could be resolved.

At the late Winter ueet. ing there
are many possible topics for  d iscussion.

There are the broad issues of  land pr ices,
procur ing new markets for  farm goods,
implement ing new market ing techniques.
I t  would also be of  value to hear f rom
those who are involved in unusual  or
exper imental  projects such as v ineyards,
berry growing, maple syruping, extended
season Eechniques, organic pest.  control ,
cheese uaking, eEc. The meet. ing wi l l
be designed to meet the needs of  the
agr icul tural  communiEy as you see i t .
Please send in your suggest ions and watch
for Ehe nex! South Berkshire Farm Bul let in
with detai ls of  the meet ing.

NOTES OF INTEREST

The Cornmonwealth of  I ' lassachusetts is

of fer ing f ree seedl ings of  f ru i t  and
nut t rees and berry bushes to any conmunity

based organizat ion which can come up with
a good proposal  for  their  tending and
ut i l izat ion.  Seedl ings uust be grown on
publ ic land. Contact  the Cooperat ive
Extension Service,  46 Sumrer Street '
Pirrsf ie ld,  (413) 448-8285 for detai ls.

Monterey has been chosen to in i t iate
a pi lot  program to reduce the townrs
dependency on outside food sources by
I57".  Suggested goals include one or mol 'c.
cornmunity gardens and a sProut ing jar  in

every home' .  Workshops, f ihns and Eraining
programs wi l l  be on-going and open to the

publ ic.  For fur ther informat ion contact

El len Pearson, edi tor  of  the MONTEREY NEWS,
(413) s28-1988.



ADVERTISEMENTS

Local apples by the pound, peck, and
bushel .  Fresh pressed cider \ r i thout
preservat ives.  Several  var iet ies of
squash. Root crops, many grown local ly.
Corn Cr ib,  Rte.  7,  Sheff ie ld.

Custom I, Ioo1 Carding. Rose Carding Co.
528-9387.

Tractor mounted rotot i l l ing,  p lowing
and f i rewood skidding. Vincent
Scutel laro.  528-9244.

Stark Brothers f ru i t  and nut t rees.
Wardfs Nursery,  Rte 7,  Great Barr ington.
Open 9-5.

For Sale:  Hay, Straw, Rye Seed, direct
from Riverhi l l  Farms, Great Barr ington.
s28-0828.

I{anted: Bio-dynanic grains: winter wheat,
spr ing c lear,  and rye.  High season
usage: one short  ton weekly.  Wi l l  pay
top pr ice.  Vi l lage Bakery,  159 l la in St. ,
Phi l rnont,  NY. (518) 672-7L3L.

Qual i ty colored f leeces and lambe. Rose
Sheep Farn,  P.O. Box 298, Great Barr inton.
s28-0656.

Herbs and our own herb products. Country
Herbs, Stockbr idge. 298-3884.

Pure Mapte Syrup and hay for sale. The
Ripleys,  Corner Farm, Beech l l i l l  Rd.,
Blandford.357-8829.

E. F. Schumacher Society
Box 76, RD 3 qreat Barrington, MA 0l 230 4 I 3.528. I 737

Faru Fresh Produce. UCF feeds and grains.
Lee Farm Supply,  Rre.  102, Lee. 243-2544.

Experienced orchardist  wi l l  prune and manage
frui t  t rees, rnord f ie lds and brush, set and
repair  fencing, cut  t rees and clear.  Has
tractor and can general ty advise and inple -
ment work on your garden, orchard or f ie lds.
John Ingersol l . .  528-0620.

A ful l  l ine of natural  foods is conpl i -
mented by local vegetables and herbs at
Berkshire Coop Market,  Rosseter St. ,  Great
Barr ington. Cal l  528-9267 to sel l  your
produce.

ATTENIION VEGETABLE EATERS

SHAREcroppers would Like to help co-
ordinate bulk orders for local produee.
This fal l  a Great Barr ington food buying
club received a ton of carrots for winter
storage that l ras pre-ordered from a Monterey
farmer. The carrots stayed cr isp and srdeet
and found their  way into Christmas salads
and soups of buying club meubers. The
Spring Soufh Berkshire Farn Bul let in wi l l
contain a pre-order form for produce in
quantity-. Local growero should lec SHARE-
croppers know what they can supply on a
regular basie and at what pr ice.

BULLETIN SUBSCRIPTIONS

WE NEED MORE SUBSCRIBERS:: TELL YOUR
FRIENDS. The Bul let in is publ ished 6 t imes
a year.  Subecribers are ent i t led to one
free ad per iesue with a $1 fee for addit ional
ads. Subscript ion cost is $5 payable to
SHAREcroppers, Box 345, Monterey, DIA OL245.
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